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he BALCO steroid case cap-

tured waorldwide headlines,

but here's a little Keystone
Kops sideshow that might have
been lost in the media landslide,

We call it the great garbage ca-
per.

As you may have read, the feds
gol their first break in the case by
secretly going through the Burlin-
game steroid manufacturer’s gar-

wsiciated Proa | -
icious But what you may not have
Lrash, heard 18 that once the agents
| analyst, picked through BALCO's [inan- someone else’s garbage.

Feds’ BALCO mo

ficre, and then would go over and
cial records, they repacked thegar-  plekitbackup,” Canny said. “They
hage and dumped it again — in 8ok one look at what was missing

“The thing that was so funny
dbout it was that guy whose can
ey dumped it in would call BAL-

) up and complain about their
rhage being in his trash bin,”
:d attorney and legal analyst

1 “Victar would apologize, tell
e man he had no idea how it got

d could immediately tell what

was going o

In fact, on Aug, 13, 2003, BAL-
CO even filed a report with the
Burlingame Police Department
complaining about the mysterious
theft and reappearance of its trash
at the Pearse office building on
Murchison Drive — about a mile
and a half from BALCO.

Accarding to the report, “Both
parties felt that this situation was
suspicious and wanted it docu-
mented.”

And it was — in more ways than
they ever imagined.

o: Garbage in, garbage out

Gripping tale: With all the flirta-
Hon between Sacramento and the
movie business, it was just a matter
of ime before we'd have a name-
dropping contract dispute,

And we do — a beef between the
state Department of Justice and a
firm called Get a Grip produc-
tions, which signed 4 contract with
the agency to make a “Drugs and
Youth” mentoring video.

At issue: allegations of med-
dling and budgel-busting de-
mands by the state have left pro-
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mmiptﬂaﬂng 300 mir- clapping and hurrahs.
rors, and survived their attempt to j
duphcate i fabled “death ray” that  pleminuteslater they dissalved in-
torched a Roman fleet 2,000 years  to wisecracks.
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But when the fire fizzled a con-

dgo, “WMaybe it's not a death ray,”
There was smoke. There was  one person said, “Ts an ouch ray.”
1 “It's & marshmallow ray,” said

beams of light on one side of the Still, MIT Professor Divid Wal-
boat for more than 224 hours, and  lace wasn't willing to concede de-

feet of the array of mirrors, there “Istill don't want to be a person
was even a small fire, to underestimate Archimedes,” he

“We have flames inside,” came  said, referring to the Greek mathe-
the exeited ery from a man stand-  matician who, according to some
ing on the deck of 30-foot wooden » DEATH RAY: Page B3



