President Bush stands behind Rumsfeld

WASHINGTON — Pulling rank, Pres-
ident Bush on Friday rebuffed recommen-
dations from a growing number of retired
generals that he replace Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld, “He has my full
support,” said the commander in chief,

Bush said Rumsfeld's stewardship at
the Pentagon was crucial for the United
States,

“Earlier today, I spoke with Don Rums-
feld about ongoing militiry operations in
the global war on terror,” the president

said. “1 reiterated my strong support for
his leadership during this historic and
challenging time for our nation.”

Bush's strong endorsement, conveyed
in a statement released by the White
House while Bush was at Camp David,

Md., for the weekend, appeared designed
to blunt a rsing clamor from within the
runks of retired commanders for Rums-
feld’s ouster.

Six retired generals have called for

See RUMSFELD, page 35
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Ex-police officer pleads guilty

He faces a year in jail in case of missing drugs

BY FRED
TUHLY WEWEL BTRFF WHITER

Under an' agreement negofiated with than no coniest. This sentence is fair  evening’s Police Review Commission

At his arraignment Friday afternoon,
former Berkeley police Sgt. Cary Kent,
53, pleaded guilty to three felony charpes
related to drugs missing from the depart-
ment’s evidence locker,

prosecutors, Kent is expected to be sen-
tenced to no more than one year in
county jail, Alameda County Deputy
District Attorney James Penetta said.
“Kent pled guilty on all three
counts,” Penetta said. “Guilty rather

considening he was an officer and he
betrayed the trust of the community.”
Allegations have been made that
Kent received special treatment, both by
the Police Depariment and the prosecu-
tors. Several times al Wednesday

meeting, speakers wanted to know why
Kent's co-workers, members of the Spe-
cial Enforcement Unit (including the
department’s: Drug Task Force), didn't
recognize that one of their officers had a

See EXOFFICER PLEA, page 35
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Group’s funds
to go toward
_fountain fixes

~ Money will cover only some
of the damage done recently

BY FRED DODSWORTH
(LY NEWS STAFF WHITER

Once again someone smashed into the bollards pro-
tecting the restored Marin Girele fountain in North
Berkeley, and once again Friends' of the Fountsin and
Walk are stuck with the bill for the repairs.

While the city will

formally accept a

At a glam donation of %1685
What: The Berkeley City Council  from the Friends dur-

will accept $1,685 from the
Friends of the Fountain and
Walk to help with repairs to the
Marn Circle fourtain,

ing Tuesday evening's
City Council meeting,
that sum covers only
repairs  for damage

When: Tuesday night at 7.
Where: City Council Chambers
located at 2134 Martin Luther
King Jr. Way.,

Why: The fountain has been
damaged by vehickes twice
recently, once in July and once in
the: [ast month. The money,

done in July, when a
truck drver, over a
[0-day period, ran
over and destroved
numerous  bollards
around the foentmn.
The donation doesn’t

however, wil oover onily the repairs — coyer similar but acci-
for the damage done in uy. dental damage done
last month, and the

Friends are having more difficulty getting people to
domate this time.

On March 16 at 5:45 p.m. a large construction track
drove across the circle, rather than around it, when the
driver discovered he was headed in the wrong direction
in the one-way tmaffic- arele. Last month, five protec-
tive bollards, costing a total of $2,200, were destroyed

See FOUNTAIN FIXES, page 35
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REPAIRS NEEDED

— For glmaost 10 years Sara Holmes and other
members of Friends of the Fountain and Walk have maintained and
repaired the elegantly restored Marin Circle fountain in North Berke-
ley. And once again their work has been trashed by a truck driver
who crashed into the circle doing thousands of dollars worth of dam:
age. Dafly News photo by Fred Dodsworth.
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